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R e g e n t  S q u a r e  G a t e w a y  P r o j e c t

The existing channelized and polluted 9 Mile Run.

Below: A schematic plan and project 
approach evolved from project team 
meetings.

An example of a natural and stable 
riparian corridor

Participants at the 10 June 2006 charette help design the project.  

A diverse forest structure serves as a 
model for restoration (photo by Rick 
Darke). 

The Nine Mile Run Watershed is a small urban watershed 
located in Pittsburgh’s East End. Though only 6.5 square 
miles the watershed is home to numerous exciting projects 
and initiatives including the Regent Square Gateway Project 
(RSGP). The RSGP will develop a new entrance to Frick Park 
that cleans stormwater and educates people about the Nine 
Mile Run Watershed.  Nine Mile Run Watershed Association 
(NMRWA) hired Viridian Landscape Studio, Cahill Associates 
(now CH2MHill) and Atelier Dreiseitl to work with city 
officials, community members and other key stake holders to 
build upon the existing concept drawings developed by the 
Studio for Creative Inquiry at Carnegie Mellon University 
and the Rocky Mountain Institute.

The team developed an integrated park plan including water 
play elements, sustainable stormwater management, trail 
connections, stream bank stabilization and habitat restoration.  
The new landscapes restore habitats while cleaning and 
managing excess rain and snowmelt, a problem that currently 
wreaks havoc on Nine Mile Run by eroding streambanks and 
flooding it with pollutants. Viridian Landscape Studio brings 
its expertise in site restoration to the Regent Square Gateway 
Project. 
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