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H e a l i n g  L a n d s c a p e s
Accessible to All

S i s t e r s  S e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  I m m a c u l a t e  H e a r t  o f  M a r y

F e l i c i a n  S i s t e r s  C o n v e n t  a n d  S c h o o l
The 73-acre site is home to a convent and school, constructed in the 1930s. 
The building renovation, designed by Perkins Eastman, Architects, requires 
new handicapped-accessible entrances and clarification of the site’s vehicular 
circulation and parking. The building and site demonstrate sustainable design 
and received LEED Gold certification. 
In developing the Master Plan, the Sisters wanted to explore the contemplative 
and spiritual aspects of their future site.  On the journey to the cemetery, 
extensive areas of lawn are converted to meadow, with Stations of the Cross 
sited along a new allee of trees. Landscape courtyards will also provide the 
School with a performance court and the Convent with a prayer labyrinth 
and Alzheimer’s Court. 

Together with Susan Maxman & Partners, Architects, Viridian Landscape 
Studio worked to create an ecologically sound development plan that would 
sustain the religious order, promote spirituality, and maintain the ecological 
health of the 280-acre campus. The Sisters envisioned a master plan and 
site improvements that made tangible their philosophy of living sustainably. 
The ambitious program for the campus separated vehicular and pedestrian 
circulation, converted lawns to sustainable meadows, integrated stormwater 
management with wet meadows and swales, demonstrated natural graywater 
treatment with a constructed wetland, preserved rare oak savannah habitat, 
cultivated organic gardens and created contemplative spaces and Alzheimer’s 
Court. In 2006 the project was LEED certified and was selected by the 
American Institute of Architects (AIA) Committee on the Environment 
(COTE) as one of its Top 10 Green Projects.

Gathering Spaces in Motherhouse Courtyards

Installation of Labyrinth

Viridian Landscape Studio transformed a forbidding and unfriendly, walled 
and paved 1970s plaza into an urban garden entry court. Working closely 
with SMP Architects, architects for the total building renovation, we 
carefully designed the building entry sequence. We consulted with Penn 
State soil scientist Tim Craul to develop a special soil mix in which to grow 
a new garden. This mix was placed atop the existing underground parking 
structure. It supports the long-term growth of a lush matrix of trees, shrubs 
and groundcovers. 

N u r s i n g  E d u c a t i o n  B u i l d i n g
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a

before
The transformed 
courtyard where the 
accessible path is just as 
enjoyable and beautiful to 
traverse as the stairway.
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W a n d e r  G a r d e n s
Various Erickson Retirement Communities

Cedar Crest, Wander Garden
Pompton Plains, NJ

BROOKSBY VILLAGE-WANDER GARDEN
FULL PLANTING PLAN

The Brooksby Village Wander Garden is associated with the Health Center
of the Brooksby Village assisted living community, located in Peabody,
Massachusetts. I have worked on this project from its initial stages and am
now in the construction documents phase; the examples shown above are
from the construction documents set. The user group of this garden has
many specific needs, chief among them being a loop walking path, seating
areas, a water feature and small areas for spontaneous recreation.
While trying to incorporate these requirements, I also wanted to create a
place which would feel familiar to those spending the final stages of their
life in an unfamiliar place. Thus the concept revolves around a traditional
New England ‘town common’. The western side of the garden will evoke
the rural part of western Massachusetts, while the eastern side is more urban
in nature. I selected all of the plants for the garden, hoping to provide year
round interest and used plants found in heirloom gardens.

Suzanna Fabry

Brooksby Village, Wander Garden
Peabody MA

Ann’s Choice, Wander Garden
Warminster PA

Suzanna Fabry designed many 
Wander Gardens for Erickson 
Retirement Communities. Wander 
Gardens must be accessible and 
cater to those with Alzheimer’s 
Disease. Each Wander Garden 
is unique and takes cues from 
the local landscape. The Wander 
Gardens provide beautiful havens, 
both visual and physical, for those 
needing special care and their 
families.


