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Viridian, teamed with Salt Design Studio and the Community 
Design Collaborative of Philadelphia, proposed a garden 
adjacent to a restored mural along Lindley Avenue that provided 
educational opportunities for the local community and accented 
the large-scale art work. 

The design allows for visibility of the mural while providing 
a mix of ecological diversity in three native north eastern 
habitats; young woodland, dry open meadow, and lowland 
rain garden.  A young woodland composed of varying sizes 
of American beech trees, successionally bleeds into a dry 
open meadow, recalling the open fields that historically 
accompany edge habitats.  The lowland rain garden captures 
rainwater from adjacent row homes, celebrating water while 
providing educational opportunities on sustainable stormwater 
management. A mix of native plants - little bluestem, purple 
love grass, coneflower, cardinal flower, and milkweed - provide 
habitat for a diversity of wildlife, limit maintenance worries, 
and offer year-round beauty to the site. 
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 January 2008                                                                     922 Lindley Street, Philadelphia PA

CONCEPT:
The landscape concept derives its meaning from the notion of landscape succession. 
Just as the physical landscape evolves and changes over time, so will members of the 
Logan community. The process of succession is visual, interactive and educational. 

The proposed site landscape is comprised of just two layers to allow visibility of the 
mural, yet the ecological diversity in these two layers offer the neighborhood the rare 
chance to see and understand the native context in which they live. Three native North 
Eastern habitats are created in these layers: 

•         young woodland 
•         dry open meadow
•         lowland rain garden

The Community Design Collaborative’s products are intended to provide visual concepts 
and to assist in project design and planning.  All drawings are limited to conceptual 
design and are neither intended nor may be used for construction.  Neither the 
Community Design Collaborative nor the project volunteers assume responsibility or 
liability for the technical accuracy of drawings or for any unauthorized use. 

The young woodland will be planted with 
multiple sizes of the same tree species 
(Fagus grandifolia), from sapling to 
larger more mature trees to demonstrate 
the life cycle of the American Beech. 
In showing just one tree, the visitor is 
exposed to the subtle disparities and the 
value of the same plant at different ages.

The dry open meadow habitat recalls the 
open  elds that historically accompanied 
the edges of young woodlands. In 
contrast to lawn grass, this native 
meadow of short, colonizing grasses and 
wild owers will bring ecological diversity 
and year-round beauty to the site. It 
offers a low-maintenance landscape for 
the community, as it  needs to be mown 
just once a year.  Meadows also provide 
habitat to a diversity of wildlife, including 
ground nesting birds and butter ies.

The lowland rain garden is designed to 
capture stormwater from the roof of the 
adjacent rowhouse and in ltrate it on 
site.  The rain garden is an ephemeral 
feature that  celebrates water during 
storm events and offers a dose of intense 
color during the summer blooming 
months.
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Section through the young woodland, dry open meadow, and functioning lowland raingarden with mural beyond.

Rendered site planNative grasses, flowers and trees provide variety and beauty.


